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ABSTRACT 

The Mcntgomery County Public Schools system in 
Maryland has initiated a demonstration project which will administer 
the released writing eKercises from the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress to a random sample of students aged 13 and 17, 
This project will be unique in terms of the application of NAEP 
exer^cises in a local school difftrict. The objectlvej of the project 
pertain to developing the capability of selecting a random and 
representative sample of students, the preparation of test booklets 
and manuals using criterion-referenced tests, the training of 
examiners, the training of scorers, the development of data 
processing capability for these tests, and preparing reports for the 
professional staff and for the public. (Author) 
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This paper has been prepared as one of three papers that are proposed for a 
dlacusiion session under Division School Evaluation and Program Developrnfint* 
The reiaainlng two papers' are being submitted by Lewis Bonney from the San Bernadino 
District, California, Applicatiori of the NAEP Philosophy md Model In San Bernadino 
City SchoolSt md by Larry Conaway from the Department of Utlllzstion/Applicatloni 
in the NAEP office in Denver, Colorado, Some Inpllcations of the Matlonal Aisesit^nt 
Model and Data for Local Education. " " 
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^jectives: 

For a number of years tha Montgomery County Public Schools system has undertakan 
the devalopmant of asaessMnt matarlals which ware matched to Instructional goals 
of the curriculum. Much progress has been made in mathematics ^ science, and 
social studies. The school system was a site for a nu^ar of the saTOlas selected 
for tha NAEP assessment program. The field representative indicated that a per- 
cantaga of the items were going to be released for use by local school systems. 
Since we were moving in this direction | we decided to select the released writing 
exercises as a demonstratiorL project for school year 1972-7-3. The State Depart- 
ment of Education has participated in this project because the State of Maryland 
now has m accountability bill^ which was passed in the last legislative session. 
This legislation requires annual reporting of progress toward an established set 
of objectives beginning in 1976, This demonstration will be useful then as a 
means of Identifying the kinds of supports needed to administer criterion- 
referenced assessments as well as the applications trtilch can be mads of the 
resulting data for program modification. 

In order to atoinlster the NAEP exercises in writing it is neceseary to select 
a random ^d representative sample of students for the school systemj prepare 
test administration booklets of the exercises that were released^ train exai^jiers 
who can go Into the schools to admlnlater tiia eKerclses in a manner like that 
used by NAEP, train a cadre of people who cm score the exercises, using the 
same scoring criteria, develop a data processing program which treats the responses 
in the same mnner used by NAEP, prepare a report for use by the professional 
staff ^ making program modifications, mnd prepare another report for release 
to the public* Each of these activities requires a raiqua set of skills «id 
supporting services, Tliese services are seldom available to most school dli-- 
trlcts and they would normally need to be developed uiing exiiting staff or 
budgeted aa a separate project. 



The methods uied for sa^ling^ preparing packages of exerclsei, training 
ixaminera, training scorers, prGcessing resulting data, preparing the 
profesaional repgrt, and preparing the public report will be dlscuised. 



Data Source: 



Data will not available at the time of thli report at the AERA Con\rention, 
The percentage uorrect obtained in the national sa^le by itudents aged 13 
and 17 will be used as a basis for comparison. In addition, a committee of 
. teachers and other staff will develop criteria for making Judgments about the 
resulting data before the eKercises are administered in February, 1973. The 
written reports will deal with the discrepancy between tb-. obtained results 
and the results of the national sa^le and the criteria established by the 
committee* . . 

Conclusions J 

/ Hie conclusions reached in the report of the demonstration project will be 
based upon discrepmcy between expected performmca and actual perf ortiance. 

Educational or Scientific Importance of the Studyi 

This deTOnstration project li likely unique. It will be the first school 
district that has attempted to administer the NAEP exercises ^d make judg= 
mants about the resulting data. It Is one tiling to gather data on a national 
basii and write a report on the implications of the findings* It is quite 
another to use data of this kind to establish priorities for Instruction and 
planning by a school system* The application of results in this way is cer-^ 
talnly neaded in addition to those applications which deal with setting 
national policy for education. 



Application of NA£P Writirig Aisessment Procedures 

in 

MdntgOTOry County, Maryland 

MontgoMry County Public Schoolg 
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Rockville, Maryland 208SO 

The Montgomery County Public Schools system in Jtoryland has initiated a demons tra= 
tlon projact whldi will admlniiter the released writing exercises from the National 
Aisesiroent of Educational Progress to a random sample of students aged 13 and 17* 
nils project will be miique in terms of the application of NAEP exerelsea in a 
local school district. The objectives of the project pertain to developing the 
capability of selecting a random and representative sa^le of atudentSs the prepara- 
tion o£ test booklets and manuals using criterion-referenced tests , the training, 
of examiners j the traintog of scorers , the development of data processing capabiiity 
for these tests, and preparing reports for the professional staff and for the public/ 
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